FTP Access to the MMSLib


A Primer





The files of The Microscopy & Microanalysis Software Library (MMSLib) are now all accessible across the Internet via Anonymous FTP.





What's FTP and can I use it?





FTP or File Transfer Protocol, is the name generally given to programs that can transfer files across the nationwide computer network that is known as the Internet.  Although it consists of a number of networks, the Internet is characterized by the fact that its communications are based on a protocol suite termed TCP/IP.  It is not necessary to know the details of how these communications work in order to make use of them.  You should contact your local network admistrator to determine if you have access to the Internet.  Most universities, many governmental institutions and a good number of private companies are connected to the Internet.





Where are the Library Files?





The files of the MMSLib  are located at two sites, both are identical.  One location is is a fileserver located in the Advanced Analytical Microscope Laboratory at Argonne National Laboratory (aaem.msd.anl.gov) and the other is a  Unix fileserver in the College of Engineering of the University of Michigan (freebie.engin.umich.edu).





How do I get them?





To access the MMSLib FTP servers, you need an FTP client program.  This can be running on a mainframe, minicomputer or microcomputer.  There are a number of client programs available for both the Macintosh and the PC.  A good shareware program for the Mac is Fetch, which is available from Dartmouth College.


A simple Unix based client may also be used and as a example of how to connect to the University of Michigan FTP server, such a connection session is outlined below.





The bold type indicates the input by the user.








